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a.m.



5 Framing Questions Concerning Potential Compensation: 

I. What are the damage time frames? This becomes even more important for the prioritization of 
African American descendants of persons enslaved in the United States. 1865-1960?

II. Will there be a California residency requirement? If yes, how will it be determined?

III. What year determines the beginning of harm? Are there different starting points and end points 
for each atrocity category?

IV. Will direct victims and/or all African American descendants of U.S. slavery in California (who 
meet the residency requirement) be compensated?

V. How will reparations be paid and measured to ensure the form of payment aligns with the 
estimate of damages?

Task Force Member Questions/Discussion Experts Responses to Questions

Task Force Member Potential Action



Expert Team: Scope of Work for Strategies to 
Calculate California’s Harms (Background)





Tenets of Model * Eligibility — Time — Residency 



● “The federal and state laws that 
discriminated against formerly 
enslaved Africans and their 
descendants who were deemed United 
States citizens from 1868 to the 
present.”

● “The other forms of discrimination in the 
public and private sectors against freed 
African slaves and their descendants 
who were deemed United States 
citizens from 1868 to the present, 
including redlining, educational funding 
discrepancies, and predatory financial 
practices.”

● “What form of compensation should be 
awarded, through what instrumentalities, 
and who should be eligible for such 
compensation.”





I. What are the damage time frames? This becomes even more important for the 
prioritization of African American descendants of persons enslaved in the United 

States. 1865-1960?



Unjust Property Takings



Unjust Property Takings

What is the damage time frame for potential compensation re: Unjust Property 
Takings?    

● Suggested Potential Action: Further Research Needed
● Preliminary Suggested Damage Time Frame Based On Existing Research: 

○ 1920- present

What We Know: 

Further Research Needed:



Devaluation of Black Businesses 



Devaluation of Black Businesses 

What is the damage time frame for potential compensation 
re: Devaluation of Black businesses?    

● Suggested Potential Action: Further Research Needed
● Preliminary Suggested Damage Time Frame Based On 

Existing Research: 
○ 1900 (lineage requirement) - present  (AB3121)



Housing Discrimination and Homelessness



Housing Discrimination and Homelessness



Housing Discrimination and Homelessness
What is the damage time frame for potential compensation 
re: Housing Discrimination; Homelessness?: 

● Preliminary Suggested Damage Time Frame Based On 
Existing Research: 

○ Houselessness: Further Research Needed
○ Housing Discrimination: 1937 (HOLC) - 1977 

(Community Reinvestment Act)



Mass Incarceration & Overpolicing



Mass Incarceration & Overpolicing

What is the damage time frame for potential 
compensation re: Mass Incarceration; Overpolicing?: 

● Preliminary Suggested Damage Time Frame 
Based On Existing Research: 

○ Mass Incarceration: 1970- present  (War 
on Drugs)

○ Overpolicing: 1971- present  (War on 
Drugs)

■ Economists rationale: law enforcement 
was directed at the entire African 
American community, and therefore 
affects all Black Californian 
descendants of the enslaved in the 
United States who lived in the state 
during the “War on Drugs” roughly 
coinciding with the 1970-2020 
timeframe.



Health Harms



Health Harms

What is the damage time frame for potential 
compensation re: Health Harms?: Further Research 
Needed

● Preliminary Suggested Damage Time Frame Based 
On Existing Research: 

○ Health Harms
■ 1900 (lineage reqt) - present (AB3121)



I. What are the damage time frames? This becomes even more 
important for the prioritization of African American descendants 

of persons enslaved in the United States. 1865-1960?

Global Recommendation: Further Research Needed 

Preliminary Suggested Time Frame Per Each Atrocity Category:

1. Unjust Property Takings: 1920 - present 
2. Devaluation of Black Businesses: 1900 - present 
3. Housing Discrimination and Houselessness: 1937 - 1977 
4. Mass Incarceration & Overpolicing: 1970 - present
5. Health Harms: 1900 - present 



II. Will there be a California residency requirement?

 If yes, how will it be determined?



Advisory Committee Guiding Questions:

○ How should residency be determined? What should be the cut 
off date?

○ What is the African American Californian experience? How can it 
be qualified?

■ Significant historical events 

■ Collectively experiencing or suffering from state-sanctioned 
violence 

■ Collective Organizing 



Source: ACLU Gold Chains Project







“Watts Riots of 1965, series of violent confrontations between Los Angeles police and residents of Watts and 
other predominantly African American neighbourhoods of South-Central Los Angeles that began August 11, 

1965, and lasted for six days. The immediate cause of the disturbances was the arrest of an African 
American man, Marquette Frye, by a white California Highway Patrol officer on suspicion of driving while 

intoxicated. Although most accounts now agree that Frye resisted arrest, it remains unclear whether 
excessive force was used to subdue him. The riots resulted in the deaths of 34 people, while more than 

1,000 were injured and more than $40 million worth of property was destroyed.”



“Despite passage of the 1960s civil rights legislation that followed the 
landmark U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. Board of Education of 

Topeka (1954), African Americans living in cities throughout North America 
continued to suffer economic and social inequality. Poverty and reduced 
public services characterized these urban centres, where residents were 
subject to poor living conditions, joblessness, chronic health problems, 

violence, and limited means to change their circumstances. Such 
conditions contributed to urban uprisings in the 1960s (such as those in 

the Watts district of Los Angeles in 1965, among others) and to the 
increased use of police violence as a measure to impose order on cities 

throughout North America.”

“It was in this context, and in the wake of the 
assassination of Malcolm X in 1965, that Merritt 
Junior College students Bobby Seale and Huey 

Newton founded the Black Panther Party for 
Self-Defense on October 15, 1966, in West 

Oakland (officially “Western Oakland,” a district of 
the city of Oakland), California.”



Wattstax (1972) was the largest gathering of African-Americans in one place since the civil 
rights March on Washington in 1963.



War on Drugs - April 1988 (Los Angeles)



LA Uprisings (1992)



Preliminary Response: Yes, there should be a California residency requirement. 

● Further Discussion Needed Re: Cut Off Date 
○ Factors: historical events associated with the California African American Experience (i.e. 1965 Watts Riots, 

1966 Black Panther Party for Self Defense founding; 1972 Wattstax Benefit Concert; 1992 LA Riots)
- Potential Implications: 

- Potential claimants must be individual or come from family that moved to California at least 2 or 3 
generations ago (1992) 

- This framework potentially includes people who have since left California, but were born and raised in 
CA. 

- Doesn’t affect damage time frames 

● How To Determine Residency?:
○ Preliminary Response: voter registration records; car registration records; organization/membership records; 

professional license records; real estate records; letter from homeless shelters/organizations; home utility bills; 
school documents; medical records; insurance records; mortgage bills; employment document lease 
agreements; genealogical evidence; court documents, bank documents etc.

II. Will there be a California residency requirement?

 If yes, how will it be determined?



III. What year determines the beginning of harm? Are 
there different starting points and end points for each 

atrocity category?

Preliminary Suggestions:

● Harm begins at CA state founding (1850) or enactment of California 
Fugitive Slave Act (1852)

● Yes, there should be different starting and end points for each atrocity 
category (see Question I.)



IV. Will direct victims and/or all African American 
descendants of U.S. slavery in California (who meet the 

residency requirement) be compensated?

Preliminary Response:

Must agree if harms serve as individual criteria or general condition. Suggestion is 
the latter.



V. How will reparations be paid and measured to ensure the 
form of payment aligns with the estimate of damages?
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