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AB-3121/H.R. 40: Legislative History

● August 10, 1988: Civil Liberties Act of 1988 passed; federal law that granted reparations to Japanese Americans who had been interned by the
United States government during World War World War II. Because the law was restricted to American citizens, and to legal permanent residents, 
ethnic Japanese who had been taken from their homes in Latin America (mostly from Peru), were not covered in the reparations, regardless of 
whether they had remained in the United States, had returned to Latin America, or had been deported to Japan after the war.

● December 19 1988: Jesse Jackson and other leaders declared at a news conference the preference of the term 'African American' over 'blacks'.
● January 1989: the late U.S. Congressman John Conyers introduced H.R. 40, less than a month after Jesse Jackson's Dec. 1989 news conference. 

HR40 is modeled after the lineage specific Japanese American redress bill.
● According to official reports, over 50% of the Caribbean foreign-born in the United States arrived after 1990, at least one year after Congressman 

Conyers initially introduced HR-40.
● According to official reports, almost half of the African foreign-born in the United States arrived after 2000, 11 years after Congressman Conyers 

initially introduced HR-40.
● 2020: AB-3121 is a carbon copy of HR 40, but for the additional special consideration language located in AB-3121, of which Secretary Weber 

explained her intent of its inclusion (to acknowledge contributions of free blacks and formerly enslaved Africans prior to both group's official 
recognition of U.S. citizenship status via the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution).

HR 40, and by extension, AB3121, has not been substantively updated to include reference to black Americans of immigrant origin, by virtue of the missing key 
terms in the duties section of the statute(s) and its findings/declarations, including but not limited to:

- 'immigration', 'immigrants' 'Caribbean/West Indian', 'African foreign born',  'colonization'. 'American imperialism (as the impetus of the Caribbean and 
African migration to the United States), or even "global Black diaspora" (as explicitly referred to in NAARC’s MacArthur Foundation grant), and other 
keywords that would infer that HR 40 and AB3121 are intended to include any other group aside from descendants of free blacks and formerly 
enslaved Africans in the United States (“freed African slaves and their descendants” who “were deemed United States citizens from 1868 to present.”

https://apnews.com/article/089fc3ab25b86e14deeefae3adb7a5ad
https://chicagoreader.com/blogs/its-time-finally-to-discuss-reparations-for-african-americans/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/caribbean-immigrants-united-states-2009
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/african-immigrants-united-states-2009


Assembly Bill No. 3121
CHAPTER 319

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 8301) is added to Division 1 of Title 2 of 
the Government Code, to read:



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the 
Institution of Slavery
Article  1. Findings and Declarations

8301. (a): "The Legislature makes the following
findings and declarations:”

"(1) More than 4,000,000 Africans and their
descendants were enslaved in the United
States and the colonies that became the
United States from 1619 to 1865, inclusive."

Analysis: Article 1. 8301. (a)(1), the first finding in 
the statute, outlines the intended aggrieved 
population: "more than 4,000,000 (formerly 
enslaved) Africans and their descendants.”

These people came to be known as American 
Freedmen after March 3, 1865, when President 
Abraham Lincoln signed a bill, creating the ‘Bureau 
of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands’.

Known as the Freedmen's Bureau, this federal 
agency oversaw the difficult transition of African 
Americans (freed African slaves and their 
descendants) from slavery to freedom.



Source: U.S. Senate Archives: https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/resources/pdf/Freedmens_Bureau_Act_3-3-1865.pdf



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the 
Institution of Slavery
Article  2. 8301.1. (b)

“The Task Force shall perform all of the 
following duties:

1) Identify, compile, and synthesize the relevant corpus of 
evidentiary documentation of the institution of slavery that 
existed within the United States and the colonies that 
became the United States from 1619 to 1865, inclusive.

The Task Force’s documentation and examination shall 
include the facts related to all of the following:”

“(F) The federal and state laws that 
discriminated against formerly enslaved 
Africans and their descendants who were 
deemed United States citizens from 1868 to the 
present.:”

Analysis: Article 2. 8301.1.(b)(1)(F) is lineage-based; it 
requires the Task Force to document and examine 
"federal and state laws” that discriminated against a 
distinct group or lineage. Who?:

● “formerly enslaved Africans and their 
descendants...":

○ describes African Americans or 
American Freedmen as a distinct 
historical and political identifier;

● "who were deemed United States citizens from 
1868 to present":

○ implicitly references the 14th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
(ratified by U.S. Congress in 1868),

○ as applied to formerly enslaved 
Africans/American Freedmen and 
their living descendants.

Article 2. 8301.1.(b)(1)(F) does not provide for the 
documentation or examination of discriminatory “federal 
or state laws” for any other group, and more particularly, 
for any other group on the basis of race or skin color.





CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the Institution of 
Slavery
Article  2. 8301.1 (b)

“The Task Force shall perform all of the 
following duties:

1) Identify, compile, and synthesize the relevant corpus 
of evidentiary documentation of the institution of slavery 
that existed within the United States and the colonies 
that became the United States from 1619 to 1865, 
inclusive.

The Task Force’s documentation and examination shall 
include the facts related to all of the following:”

Analysis: Art. 2. 8301.1.(b)(1)(G) is explicitly 
lineage specific; it requires the task force to 
document and examine “other forms of 
discrimination” in the:

● “public and private sectors”, particularly 
against

● “freed African slaves and their 
descendants.”

While Art. 2. 8301.1.(b)(1)(G) mandates the 
documentation and examination of contemporary or 
"present"-day harms, such as "redlining, 
educational funding discrepancies, and 
predatory financial practices", such recognition is 
clearly limited to "freed African slaves and their 
descendants."

"(G) The other forms of discrimination in the 
public and private sectors against freed 
African slaves and their descendants who 
were deemed United States citizens from 
1868 to the present, including redlining, 
educational funding discrepancies, and 
predatory financial practices.":



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the Institution of 
Slavery
Article  2. 8301.1.(b)

“The Task Force shall perform all of the 
following duties:

1) Identify, compile, and synthesize the relevant corpus of 
evidentiary documentation of the institution of slavery that 
existed within the United States and the colonies that became 
the United States from 1619 to 1865, inclusive.

The Task Force’s documentation and examination shall include 
the facts related to all of the following:”

"(H) The lingering negative effects of the 
institution of slavery and the matters 
described in this section on living African 
Americans who are descendants of persons 
enslaved in the United States (African 
Americans) and on society in the United 
States."

Analysis: There has been much conversation about 
which group/s are particularly impacted by the 
“lingering negative effects of the institution of 
slavery” (i.e. direct descendants of enslaved 
Africans in the United States, for instance, or all 
Black Californians, by virtue of race or skin color).

Article 2. 8301.1.(b)(H) requires the task force to 
document and examine the legacy of or, in other 
words, the "lingering negative effects" of slavery, 
specifically “on living African Americans who are 
descendants of persons enslaved in the United 
States (African Americans)".

African Americans' is placed in parentheses to 
describe descendants of enslaved Africans in the 
United States. In addition, the term 'society' in this 
section is race-neutral.



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the 
Institution of Slavery
Article  1. Findings and Declarations

Article 1 8301(b): “It is the purpose of this 
chapter to establish a task force that will do all 
of the following:

(1) Study and develop reparation proposals for 
African Americans as a result of:”

"(B) The de jure and de facto discrimination 
against freed slaves and their descendants 
from the end of the Civil War to the present, 
including economic, political, educational, 
and social discrimination."

● Analysis: Article 1. 8301.(b)(1)(B) mandates the 
task force develop reparations proposals that 
account for discrimination from “the end of the Civil 
War to present” (April 1865- July 2023/2024), 
particularly against "freed African slaves and their
descendants.”

● Article 1. 8301.(b)(1)(B) mandates the task force to 
study and develop reparation proposals based on 
“de jure or de facto discrimination” or, in other 
words, contemporary or "present"-day harms, such 
as "redlining, educational funding discrepancies, 
and predatory financial practices"; as outlined in 
the statute, such recognition is limited to "freed 
African slaves and their (living) descendants" 
hence the term "living African Americans" used 
throughout the statute.



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the 
Institution of Slavery
Article  1. Findings and Declarations

Article 1 8301(b): “It is the purpose of this chapter 
to establish a task force that will do all of the 
following:

(1) Study and develop reparation proposals for 
African Americans as a result of:”

"(C) The lingering negative effects of the
institution of slavery and the discrimination
described in paragraphs (5) and (6) of
subdivision (a) on living African Americans
and on society in California and the United
States."

Analysis: Similar to previous statutory
provisions, Article 1. 8301.(b)(C) mandates the
task force to develop reparation proposals that
address the ongoing legacy or negative effects
of slavery "on living African Americans."

These living African Americans are
descendants of persons enslaved in the United
States/descendants of American slaves (African
Americans).

'African Americans' is placed in parentheses in
the duties section of the statute to describe
descendants of enslaved Africans in the United
States, not to describe any group on the basis
of skin color or race.

In addition, the term 'society' in this section is
necessarily race-neutral. This further supports
the valid assertion that the AB3121 statute is
lineage-specific, and not race-based.



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the 
Institution of Slavery
Article  1. Findings and Declarations

Article 1 8301(b): “It is the purpose of this 
chapter to establish a task force that will do all 
of the following:

(1) Study and develop reparation proposals for 
African Americans as a result of:”

"(D) The manner in which instructional 
resources and technologies are being used 
to deny the inhumanity of slavery and the 
crime against humanity committed against 
people of African descent in California and 
the United States."

● Analysis: Article 1 8301(b)(1)(D) 
mandates the task force to develop 
reparation proposals that acknowledge 
resources and technologies that are used 
to deny a specific “crime against 
humanity” committed against a 
particular lineage of people in California 
and the United States, who are "freed 
African slaves and their [living] 
descendants."

● This further supports the valid assertion 
that the AB3121 statute is lineage-
specific, and not race-based.



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the 
Institution of Slavery
Article  2. 8301.1. (b)

“The Task Force shall perform 
all of the following duties:

(3) Recommend appropriate remedies in 
consideration of the Task Force’s findings on the 

matters described in this section. In making 
recommendations, the Task Force shall address, 

among other issues, all of the following":

"(B) How the State of California will offer a 
formal apology on behalf of the people of 
California for the perpetration of gross 
human rights violations and crimes against 
humanity on African slaves and their 
descendants."

Analysis: Article 2.8301.1.(b)(3)(B) specifies a 
particular group; it requires the task force to 
address how the State of California will offer a 
formal apology on behalf of the people of California 
to "African slaves and their descendants", not to 
‘all Black Californians’, on the basis of race or skin 
color.

Under international law, the apology (symbolic) governs the universe of material reparations to follow…



(C) How California laws and policies that 
continue to disproportionately and negatively 
affect African Americans as a group and 
perpetuate the lingering material and 
psychosocial effects of slavery can be 
eliminated."

Analysis: Article 2. 8301.1.(b)(3)(C) is highlighted 
to further illustrate the aforementioned provisions, 
particularly Article 2 8301.1. (a)(b)(1)(F)(G) and (H), 
which all refer to 'African Americans' as a particular 
group or lineage comprised of "formerly enslaved 
Africans and their descendants" that remain affected 
materially and psychosocially by the institution of 
slavery.

CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the Institution of 
Slavery
Article  2. 8301.1. (b)

“The Task Force shall perform all
of the following duties:

(3) Recommend appropriate remedies in consideration of 
the Task Force’s findings on the matters described in this 
section. In making recommendations, the Task Force 
shall address, among other issues, all of the following":



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the Institution of 
Slavery
Article  2. 8301.1. (b)

“The Task Force shall perform all
of the following duties:

(3) Recommend appropriate remedies in consideration of 
the Task Force’s findings on the matters described in this 
section. In making recommendations, the Task Force 
shall address, among other issues, all of the following":

"(E) How, in consideration of the Task Force’s 
findings, any form of compensation to African 
Americans, with a special consideration for 
African Americans who are descendants of 
persons enslaved in the United States, is 
calculated."

Analysis: In January 2022, Secretary Weber 
provided expert testimony on Article 
2.8301.1.(b)(3)(E) i.e. special consideration 
language. She made clear special consideration 
language was included to acknowledge 
contributions of free people of color and enslaved 
Africans and their descendants, all of which 
became American Freedmen in 1865 by virtue of 
opening of Freedmen's Bureau, and subsequently 
United States citizens in 1868, by virtue of U.S. 
Congress ratifying the 14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution.







CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the 
Institution of Slavery
Article  2. 8301.1. (b)

“The Task Force shall perform 
all of the following duties:

(3) Recommend appropriate remedies in 
consideration of the Task Force’s findings on the 

matters described in this section. In making 
recommendations, the Task Force shall address, 

among other issues, all of the following":

"(G) How, in consideration of the Task Force’s 
findings, any other forms of rehabilitation or 
restitution to African descendants are warranted 
and what form and scope those measures should 
take."

Analysis: Under international law, rehabilitation (i.e. 
free medical or social services) and restitution (i.e. 
restoration of stolen property) are two of five forms 
of reparation/remedy for human rights violations.

Article 2.8301.1.(b)(3)(G) clearly provides that any 
proposals relate to reparations in the form of 
rehabilitation or restitution are to be limited to 
"African descendants" which were defined 
previously throughout the statute as descendants of 
"freed African slaves" in the United States.



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the Institution of 
Slavery
Article  1. Findings and Declarations

8301. (a): "The Legislature makes the following
findings and declarations:”

"(4) A preponderance of scholarly, legal, and
community evidentiary documentation, as well
as popular culture markers, constitute the basis
for inquiry into the ongoing effects of the
institution of slavery and its legacy of persistent
systemic structures of discrimination on living
African Americans and society in the United
States."

Analysis: Similar to Section H, Article 1.8301.(a)(4)
declares existing evidentiary documentation
constituting the basis of inquiry into the ongoing
legacy or negative effects of slavery "on living
African Americans", who are descendants of
persons enslaved in the United States (African
Americans).

Again, 'African Americans' is placed in parentheses
in the duties section of the statute to describe
descendants of enslaved Africans in the United
States, not to describe any group on the basis of
skin color or race. In addition, the term 'society' in
this section is race-neutral.



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the Institution of 
Slavery
Article  1. Findings and Declarations

8301. (a): "The Legislature makes the following
findings and declarations:

(5) Following the abolition of slavery, the United 
States government at the federal, state, and local 
levels continued to perpetuate, condone, and 
often profit from practices that continued to 
brutalize and disadvantage African Americans, 
including sharecropping, convict leasing, Jim 
Crow laws, redlining, unequal education, and 
disproportionate treatment at the hands of the 
criminal justice system."

Analysis: Article 1.8301(a)(5) is acknowledging a 
list of chronological or contiguous harms that have 
persisted following "abolition of slavery", as it affects 
or impacts a particular lineage or group (African 
Americans, previously defined in statute as 
freed African slave and their descendants). This 
further supports the valid assertion that the AB3121 
statute is lineage-specific, and not race-based.



CHAPTER  4.5. Reparations for the Institution of 
Slavery
Article  1. Findings and Declarations

8301. (a): "The Legislature makes the following
findings and declarations:”

"(6) As a result of the historic and continued
discrimination, African Americans continue to
suffer debilitating economic, educational, and
health hardships, including, but not limited to,
all of the following: (A) Having nearly 1,000,000
black people incarcerated."

Analysis: Article 1.8301.(a)(6) further 
acknowledges a particular "historic and 
continued" discrimination that persisted following 
"abolition of slavery" as it affects or impacts 
African Americans, as a particular group or lineage.

In fact, the term 'black' only appears once in the 
entire statute, and it couched into a provision that 
recognizes the specific historic and continued 
discrimination that 'African Americans' have 
faced i.e. mass incarceration, as a particular lineage 
group.

This further supports the valid assertion that the 
AB3121 statute is lineage-specific, and not race-
based.



Why emphasis on ‘Living’
African-Americans? Quick 

Primer &Recognition: 
Genocide Convention

The petition charged that the United States 
violated Article II of the U.N. Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide by failing to prevent the lynching of 
African Americans. 



Did You Know: The Mayflower carried 102 (Europeans); those 102 have 35 million living descendants. 388,000 Africans were forcibly 
directly imported to United States; 4,000,000 descendants of those 388,000 Africans were freed after Civil War; current African-American 

population = roughly 40 million; AA population would be much higher if not for slow protracted and ongoing genocide.



‘African-American’ as a Distinct Political and Historical Identifier 
(18th century to present) 

1782 1898 1899
1968







History of Lineage-Based Reparations Advocacy in United 
States and California 

United States: California: 

Callie House (1861-1928)
Source: Zinn Project

The Reparations Committee for United States Slaves 
Descendants Inc. (1962)

Founded in Los Angeles, CA
Source: Arthur Ward



California cont.d: 

The Black Panther Party for Self-
Defense (1966-1982)

Founded in Oakland, CA
The Reparations Committee for United States 

Slaves Descendants Inc. (1962)
Founded in Los Angeles, CA



The Trend Towards Data Disaggregation 



Primer: International 
Human Rights Law
Under international law, reparations is a victim-
oriented and victim-led process and, as such, require 
the participation of victims (freed African slaves and 
their descendants who were deemed United States 
citizens from 1868 to present, as outlined in statute). 

There are five categories of reparations under 
international law: (1) restitution, (2) compensation, (3) 
rehabilitation, (4) satisfaction, and (5) guarantees of 
non-repetition.

How do international courts interpret 
compensation eligibility for human 
rights violations? 

“(i) Beneficiaries of Compensation. 

The victims of human rights violations adjudicated by the Inter-
American Court are, of course, the primary beneficiaries of the 
reparations awarded. For purposes of its reparations mandate, 
the Court has distinguished between two types of victims: 
those immediately injured by the violation, the direct victim, 
and his or her next of kin, who later suffer the consequences 
of their loved one's ordeal.36 

Under certain circumstances, the next of kin may themselves 
become direct victims of violations under the Convention in 
their own right, as when the state fails to duly investigate or 
punish the perpetrators of the crime suffered by their family 
member.37 

In any event, the term `injured party' in Article 63(1) of the 
American Convention refers both to the direct victim of a 
human rights violation as well as any other persons, usually 
close family members or dependants, who as a result 
experience material loss, personal suffering or prejudice to 
other basic values.38”

Source: The Handbook of Reparations (Kindle Locations 7861-
7866). Kindle Edition. 



The Law of Never 
Again: 

Guarantees of 
Non-Repetition 

Guarantees of non-repetition is tied to satisfaction and  “re-establish[es] justice in a wide 
sense. They institute political, judicial and even social processes to combat the ultimate 
causes of the violations and impunity. However, the States do not fulfil these 
reparations promptly or completely. For instance, the verification of the facts and the 
public revelation of the truth, or a declamatory failure in are actually the ones least 
fulfilled by the States [Inter-American Court of Human Rights].”

Recognition of limited power: American society is so incredibly polarized on the issue of 
the institution of slavery and its effects that we will probably not see complete 
guarantees of non-repetition in our lifetimes (i.e. prison or police abolition). Therefore, 
this form of reparations should not deter from a lineage-based approach. 

Further, guarantees of non-repetition and lineage-based reparations are not mutually 
extensive. Also, AB-3121 requires the task force to craft collective forward-looking 
remedies with a specific group in mind (i.e. California must apologize to “freed African 
slaves and their descendants”), which supports such contention. Because other groups 
may incidentally benefit (either by virtue of sharing same race/skin color or experience 
of harm), does not preclude the duty of the task force to astutely craft lineage-specific 
GNRs.  

“Under international law, the first duty of an infringing state is to put an end to the 
illicit act, if it persists, and then to guarantee that it will not reoccur. To suspend or 
cease the action in violation is not necessarily a complicated endeavor. For 
instance, the Inter-American Court may determine that a person arbitrarily 
detained during the ongoing judicial proceedings should be released.”

- Ex. of U.S. Based Lineage-Specific GNR: 
- Recommend Passage of ACA3 (which would place a state 

constitutional amendment on the ballot to remove a clause in 
California's Constitution that allows the practice of involuntary 
servitude.

- California (and United States) Release All Political Prisonsers Who 
Are Descendants of Enslaved Africans/American Slaves (also aligns 
w/ victim-led lineage based reparations advocacy organizations, like 
Black Panther Party for Self Defense) 

When the illegal act entails a more complex violation of the Inter-American 
American Convention, the Court will order appropriate measures. [Ex. of GNR 
Outside U.S.]:

- “In the Mayagna Awns Tingni Case, where the communal property of an 
indigenous tribe was exploited economically by the state in detriment of 
the group and its members' property rights, the Court, to put an end to 
the ongoing exploitation, ordered the state to `abstain from carrying 
out ... actions that might lead the agents of the state itself, or third 
parties acting with its acquiescence or its tolerance, to affect the 
existence, value, use or enjoyment of the property located in the 
geographical area where the members of the Community live and 
carry out their activities.” 

. The Handbook of Reparations (Kindle Locations 8078-8084). Kindle Edition. 



AB-3121. Article 2. 8301.1.(b)(3)(C): How California 
laws and policies that continue to disproportionately 
and negatively affect African Americans as a group
and perpetuate the lingering material and 
psychosocial effects of slavery can be eliminated."

“A number of the measures considered as part of 
restitution or satisfaction and guarantees of 
nonrepetition also may have clear psychosocial
implications for victims and their societies. Specifically, 
diverse actions aimed at restoring or establishing victims' 
equality and dignity as human beings and as citizens 
respond to their right to know and permit mourning, 
psychological processes identified by many as important 
in social reconstruction and reconciliation.”

. The Handbook of Reparations (Kindle Locations 9045-
9047). Kindle Edition.

U.S. Context: Reparations in the form of guarantees of 
non-repetition as it’s applied to reparations for the 
institution of slavery is inherently lineage specfic 
and must be informed by Section 2 of the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: 

Logic regarding GNRs pertaining to the institution of slavery: the State harmed direct victims (freed African slaves) and their descendants; other groups 
have incidentally been harmed as result (Black immigrants and people of color); The State must remedy direct victims and their descendants (lineage-
specific not race-based); other groups may incidentally benefit… 



How Do You Measure Blackness? Who Qualifies?



Caste: It’s More Than Racism

There, I told the audience that I had written a six-hundred-page book 
about the Jim Crow era in the American South, the time of naked white 
supremacy, but that the word racism did not appear anywhere in the 
narrative. I told them that, after spending fifteen years studying the 
topic and hearing the testimony of the survivors of the era, I realized 
that the term was insufficient. Caste was the more accurate term, and 
I set out to them the reasons why. They were both stunned and 
heartened.

Wilkerson, Isabel. Caste (Oprah's Book Club) (p. 30). Random House 
Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 



● A caste system is an artificial construction, a fixed and embedded ranking of human value that sets the presumed supremacy of one 
group against the presumed inferiority of other groups on the basis of ancestry and often immutable traits, traits that would be neutral 
in the abstract but are ascribed life-and-death meaning in a hierarchy favoring the dominant caste whose forebears designed it. A caste 
system uses rigid, often arbitrary boundaries to keep the ranked groupings apart, distinct from one another and in their assigned places.

● The hierarchy of caste is not about feelings or morality. It is about power—which groups have it and which do not. It is about 
resources—which caste is seen as worthy of them and which are not, who gets to acquire and control them and who does not. It is 

about respect, authority, and assumptions of competence—who is accorded these and who is not.
● In America, race is the primary tool and the visible decoy, the front man, for caste.

● While this book seeks to consider the effects on everyone caught in the hierarchy, it devotes significant attention to the poles of the 
American caste system, those at the top, European Americans, who have been its primary beneficiaries, and those at the bottom, 

African-Americans, against whom the caste system has directed its full powers of dehumanization. 

● Black immigrants discover that because they look like the people consigned to the lowest caste, the caste system rewards them for 
doing the opposite of the Europeans. “While white immigrants stand to gain status by becoming ‘Americans,’ ” wrote the sociologist 

Philip Kasinitz, “by assimilating into the higher status group—black immigrants may actually lose social status if they lose their cultural 
distinctiveness.”

● The caste system encourages black immigrants to do everything they can to build distance between themselves and the subordinated
caste they might be taken for. Like everyone else, they are exposed to the corrosive stereotypes of African-Americans and may work to 

make sure that people know that they are not of that group but are Jamaican or Grenadian or Ghanaian.

Caste: Race Is Insufficient
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